Chapter one: 

The Nature of Economic Resources



Section 1: Definition of economic resources.
Section 2: Divisions of economic resources.
Section 3: the field and scope of geography and economic resources.

Section 1: Definition of economic resources.
Resources or goods are the term on all the useful things, or any means to satisfy all the needs of humanity.                                 


The economic resources are scarce and useful things, i.e.  any things that available in the nature in limited quantities, and fit some of them in its initial form to satisfy human needs directly (i.e. without the intervention of the man) and others to require human effort to make them useful things.
Based on the above, there is an important question:
Is the meaning the economic resources are goods produced and services?
Or economic resources meant the factors that can contribute to the production of these goods and services?
There is no one answer or the opinion is different and it is divided in two groups:
Firstly :

Considering that the meaning economic resources is producing of goods and services, and evidence is that the nature of the economic problem facing any society depends on what is available from the suitable goods and services that satisfy the humanitarian needs, and regardless about the size of what is available from the factors of production.                        

Secondly

Believes that the economic resources are the existing of production factors in the community and evidence is that if it is true that the presence of the economic problem depends mainly on existing goods and services to satisfy human needs, but to solve this problem or mitigation it depends ultimately on what there is available within community factors of production, efficient, and the degree of operation of these factors.              
And thus can distinguish between two types of economic resources are the physical resources (goods and services and production factors). And the second money resources and finance.
In addition to the element of time as an economic factor.
Section II: Divisions of Economic Resources
Mentioned above (under the real economy - monetary) divisions of economic resources to the two main sections are                                       
The First: 
Money Resources &Finance: 
Represents what the units owned and different economic sectors of the national economy for the rights there would commitments by units or other sectors of the national economy, in a given time.
And these commitments shall take the following main forms:
 •   Banknotes                         "the commitment of the Central Bank"
• demand deposits,                  "the commitment of the commercial banks"
• time deposits,                       "the commitment of the banks"
• shares and bonds,                 "the commitment of the business sector"
• government bonds,              "the commitment of the government sector"
• insurance documents,           "the commitment of the insurance sector
The banknotes and demand deposits known as the means of payment, while other forms of " time deposits, stocks, bonds, government bonds, insurance documents," serves as a container for monetary savings. And therefore factors affecting on the size and means of payment.
The second: 
Physical Resources: which can be divided as to the concepts mentioned above: 
(1) The real economic resources for the existing factors of production in        a given society and a particular time such as land, labor, capital and organization or Entrepreneurship.  
The Organizer is the only one who bears the risk of production. Everyone involved in the production gets the reward with the exception of the organizer may obtain profit may incur a loss.                                         
 Production factors gets the pay, such as the land get the lease or rent, the capital gets the interest rate, and profit or loss is the return on the organization and administration                                                                   
(2) Looks at Physical Resources: that they are as to produce goods and services.
Are the means of physical commodities being used to satisfy human needs directly or indirectly, are divided into:
• Investment goods: are the material means that not used to satisfy human needs directly, but rather are used to produce the means to satisfy human needs directly, such as:
* Fixed capital, such as machinery and equipment.
* Variable Capital, such as raw materials and semi-manufactured.

• Consumer goods: that are the material means used to satisfy human needs directly, such as:
* Ordinary consumer goods: are the material means of physical once used in the satisfaction of human needs.
* Durable consumer goods are the material means which have the status of continuously to satisfy the humanitarian needs.
while Services that they are in the range of human activities related to satisfying human needs directly or indirectly, which do not result in the production of means of tangible material and is divided into:
(1) Social Services: are those activities that relate to operations satisfy the humanitarian needs such as education, health, culture, public administration, defense, security, justice .... and so on.
(2) Material Services: are those activities that relate to operations of the production and distribution of goods such as: trade, finance, marketing, and transportation repair and maintenance.
Section I II: The Field and Scope of Geography and Economic Resources

 The importance of economic resources did not clearly show such as studying is independent of the study of geography and geology, but recently since the end of the first quarter of the twentieth century, namely, starting from the economic crisis in 1929, before this date were economic resources taught as a branch of the branches of geography, which was concerned with only the distribution of natural and human resources in the world, regions and nations. With subsequent developments that followed the crisis, especially those related to the following factors:
1. The World War II.

2. Continued increases in world population, and the
associated increase in human needs and variety.           
3. The sectarian and ideological conflict to the era of the Cold War between the western and eastern camps.                                     
4. The spread of national liberation movements, and the call to fight against underdevelopment, poverty, ignorance, and disease in the Third World.                                                                                  
5. Considerations on the conservation of resources, and the spread of the alternatives industry.                                                                 
6. The fight against environmental pollution.                                     
 and became what to beyond a doubt, the importance of economic resources available and possible.                                                           
The strong correlation between economics and geography or economic resources, that relationship which is formed from the fact that a major part of the data and information needed for the study, in this area of ​​scientific knowledge, that comes from the economic knowledge, this is on the one hand, and on the other hand, this area of ​​the fields of scientific knowledge, ie, economic resources, provide of the economics science with some information related to the production of goods and services, and the possibilities  of different regions in terms of the availability of resources and proven and potential reserves .... Etc.., which introduce the great help and value to the studies that necessary for the preparation of plans and policy, which aims to achieve comprehensive development.
In addition to this, that both the economics as a science, geography or economic resources (as an area of ​​scientific knowledge), they share in the study of an important factor of production, is the land by a broad concept, i.e., nature, natural environment is one of the most important chapters of the study of economic resources. It confirms that both complement each other.                                                                              

Ch3

Natural Resources 
(The land)

It is Know that the natural recourses (or natural forces), which are sometimes called expression of the earth, is the kind of resources that can be considered an economic, if the availability of the three basic conditions are:                                                                        
First: To be Useful, i.e. to contribute to the production of various goods and services.
Second: to be Rare in the sense that the abundances of which less than the desired quantities to satisfy the needs of humanity, in other words that have a price.
Third: to be a Gift of nature, that is the gift of gifts, which he has put God Almighty, even used by humans.
Economists disagree with each other in defining the concept of the earth.
First, some see the earth (literally, as in ordinary language) as the surface of the earth or soil.
Second, others are expanding in its content a bit to include location, climate, and topography in addition to the space (or space or surface or the soil) (Narrow Conception).                     
Third some adds to the above, water resources, and there on the surface of the ground and in its interior, the resources and mineral resources (broad Concept).
Comments 
1 - Affect the concept of the land in accordance with the narrow concept (which includes the location, climate, topography and surface area), have a direct impact on the human (i.e., the population and work) and to capital, especially the availability of raw materials and energy sources.
For example, the expanding of the space that would lead to multiple climatic zones, and to the multi-topography, minerals, plants, and thus to the possibility increase of multiple types of production, in this place and time designated. The evidence from the U.S. economy and the Russian economy, they both have a vast area, and thus the nature of a large and diverse. The climatic conditions also affect a direct impact on the establishment of economic life already and the degree of progress. Ice zones and the tropics reported evidence of this effect relationship. The former due to the cold weather leaves no opportunity for the establishment and progress of economic activity. Second, do not help (although that could of having natural resources) on the economic progress, as may be caused by inactivity of the human. The temperate climate, that define warm and cold seasons and periods of rain and dry periods in which they are progressing the economic life.                         
2- The factors of the natural resources (land) are not the same                 

    characteristics in everywhere and any different times.
3- The land considered (whether in narrow conception or broad concept) one of the important economic resources, because the people live on the land, doing their activities and the land provide the human with the   majority of their needs such as foods drinking and shelter. and also the land is the shelter for the plants and animals and the source of minerals and energy that without them , the people deprive of lots of goods.

4-  There mutual impact between the natural resources and human, the previous discussions represent the impact of natural resources on the humankind, but there also impact of human on the natural resources represent in the bad use of these resources and this lead to pollution.  
The Second Section

Characteristics of land
It would be monitor that the most important fundamental characteristics of the Earth, which considered with great concerning by the economists, and this lead to many of the ideas and economic theories, in the following:

First Characteristic 
Relative Fixed to the Amount of Land
The amount of land (a gift of God's gifts) in the initial shape can not be changed, Changes in land area, (as a result of some interaction of some of the forces of nature such as erosion of the shores of some of the sea, and flooding of some parts of the earth ..... etc) are infrequent, and its achievement may require a long period of time, up to hundreds of years.
This means that the relative stability of the quantity of earth leads to the monopoly enjoyed the status of its owner, over time strengthens the result of the continued increase in population, thus increasing the demand for the production of a land of agricultural and mineral products. Right owner of the land is possible to achieve more income, without doing efforts in terms of further work. This remains the position, any increase in income, as long as you cannot alleviate the scarcity of land.
The Second Characteristic
 The Absence of the Production Cost (on getting) of the Land
In the amount of land does not depend on what I have from the community willing to pay a price for the land, because the land gift from God, get it free of charge. While it is considered the opposite of elemental labor and capital. The quantity of labor and capital in what time will depend to some extent on how much society is willing to pay for them. It then calculates the cost of the care we get to work, or the cost of sacrifices in order to get capital, but do not need to calculate the cost of getting on the land.
It would be mean that the land does not have the cost, that all contribute to its production is in fact an increase in wealth without sacrifice (cost).
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The Third Characteristic
 The Lack of Homogeneity of the Earth
Characterized by land as an economic resource not to homogeneity, which is evidenced by the apparent disparity between the apparent and the differences of the different pieces of agricultural land (for example) according to the site and fertility. Land is located in the delta of the river or near the valleys usually is more fertile land near the desert. Also, agricultural land near cities be more valuable than the land away from civilization. 
It follows on the heterogeneity of the land can be arranged descending order, according to how much they achieved a surplus, i.e. the value of producing the wealth, after deducting the cost of labor and capital employed in production. The surplus achieved by the various units of land ranging in size or amount shall enter until we reach the small amount of units of land which are equal then the value of what is produced is used with the cost of work and capital. Finally comes the units of land that do not produce enough value to cover the cost of the work and capital. In addition, it can put an end to the separation between what needs to be exploited economically from these units from the land, and what should not. Called to the unit which is located on the unit name of this limit the marginal unit, the before of a surplus of units, is called by the name of the Intra-marginal units, and what follows from the units, which do not cover the cost of exploitation is called an the name of Sub- marginal units.                 
  Comments                   
1- Marginal unit does not keep rigid. Increasing the output prices and land units of goods and services, or decrease the expense (cost) of production may lead to the included some units Sub-Marginal land into production, so that the units in a position to achieve a surplus.
2- The increase in the potential contribution of land in production, do not be focusing on increasing the quantity of the land, but increase productivity. Depends on the efficiency of land productivity are two key factors:
A - physical properties, such as fertility, water availability and location.
B - Method of Use, or mixing ratios between the production factors.
Here we can distinguish between two methods of use are
Intensive use of land, and we mean that any increase in production is achieved with relatively many units of capital or labor or both to a fixed amount of land and called this method the expression vertical expansion.

Extensive Use of Land, we mean the land and a number of the labor force and large amounts of capital, using relatively too much units of land. Called this method the expression horizontal expansion.

3- Given the relative stability of the land, it is noted that most of the way communities apply to Intensive use of land, rather than by apply to an Extensive Use of Land.
Economists have long time that Intensive use of land led to the discovery of the law of diminishing returns.
Chapter Four


(Human Resources - Population and Labor)


Section I: Population.

Section 2: Labor.
Section I:

 Population
A) Aspects of the economic importance and interest in the study of human resources.                                                        
The human factor (population) has economic importance: firstly, that man is the reason for the existence of economic activity, which aims to satisfy needs. Secondly, that man also, is one of the factors of production through its work. Man is the economic unit of society, through the play of economic functions is the first as a consumer, and secondly, as a producer.                                                                                                     
And on the human element (the population) is the goal of economic activity for any community, and a means at the same time to bring about development, as the increase in the human element must be translated to increasing needs, and increase the labor force willing and able to participate in the production, and this is one of the challenges faced by the various human societies throughout the ages.                                        
In addition, that attention to the significant increase in the size of the population, are brought about an imbalance between population and other economic resources, and that these imbalances led to the interfere with the environment, and play in nature and balances, which form a great danger threatens to the life on the surface of this planet.
2) the most important factors governing the growth and change in population size and structure

The first is the relationship between births and deaths
Second, immigration.
First, the relationship between births and deaths
Increasing the number and birth rate leads to an increase in the number and rate of population growth, increasing the number and rate of deaths lead to the contrary, and then the change in population size does not depend on a separate one from the other, but the relationship between them. And calculates the change either in absolute figures (ie, the expense of the annual difference between the number of deaths and the number of births), or in the form of relative numbers, through to attribute the number of deaths and the number of births, respectively, to the population estimated in the year one thousand or ten thousand, to get to the mortality rate and birth rate, then we define the difference between this and that. If second is greater the first, the rate of population growth and determine its number by the difference, and vice versa.

We will present here the most important of these factors, as follows:

A) political considerations
Political considerations prevailing affect in the country or the other, in the standard rate of births and deaths. For example, we find that there are countries for certain considerations, seeking to configure the Army to be used either in defense or occupation of other countries (as was the case in the past), believes that its supreme strategic interests, had to increase the size of the population. Then they seek in this case to encourage birth control.
As well as political considerations to affect mortality rates, wars waged by some countries to achieve the political or economic purposes, should lead to increased mortality rates.
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) The Religious and Social Considerations  B

Influence of religion in birth rates or birth control, as most religions ordered Rights to beget, and that birth control is a crime against God. If we add to that religious considerations, some of the social customs that prevail in underdeveloped communities, which see in the large number of children a source of influence, power and income increase, it became clear to us the extent of the impact of these considerations in increasing the birth rate.

As for the relationship between religious factors mortality, there is no link between them, except in cases in which misunderstood the real substance of religion as a result of ignorance, intolerance and inheritance of some of the concepts and misconceptions, such as turn to Shiites from the people of Iraq and Iran hit themselves for what they have done from guilt towards our Hussein may Allah be pleased with him.
Economic Considerations,
 Economic considerations, especially the level of income a significant impact on mortality and birth rate, and that there is no dispute about the nature of the relationship between the level of income and mortality, where the second is the opposite effect to the first. However, the relationship between the levels of income, birth rate is different opinion about it. Here we can monitor the two theories in this regard, namely: 

The First: believe that there is a direct correlation between the level of income and birth rate. The owners of this theory are based on the increased income that will allow marrying and having children.

The second: believes that, there is an inverse relationship between levels of income, birth rate, in terms of reality in some developed countries and some underdeveloped countries. You may notice that the high-income classes more aggressive on the birth control of the lower classes, some of which may be due to the physical aspects such as maintenance of the level of living derived from high-income.

Developing Means of Health Care
There is no doubt that the discovery of many antibiotics and other medicines led to the elimination of many diseases which kill thousands of people such as cholera, plague, typhoid, and this led to a decline in mortality. The other hand, the progress of medicine in the field of the invention of drugs to prevent pregnancy, also contributed to the decline in birth rate.
the Structure of the Population:
This structure consists of a ratios that connects the elements of population structure by age (i.e., the age distribution of the population) or by sex (i.e., the qualitative distribution of the population between the number of males and females), to the total number of the population. It is known that there is a strong correlation between the structure of the age distribution of the population and all of the birth rate and death rate.

Birth rate depends on the ratio of adult's layer to the number of the population; there is positive relation between them. 

The mortality rate increases among children and the elderly than among adults, it is maximize in the first year of life. And decreased to below between 5-14 years, then rise slowly, then intensifies to rise between 55-64 years.
On the other hand there are those who see that the mortality rate varies according to sex, it is rising among males than among females.
Second, Immigration         
Migration is an old phenomenon, in the past is in the form of a large mass, such as the migration of a tribe of one area to another in search behind water and pasture. Then taken in gradual decline, after the custom of human agriculture, he settled in specific places.
As for the time being, the migration is taking shape individually, by moving from one country to another (external migration), or from one place to another within the same state (internal migration).

And migration due to reasons related to imbalances or lack of equilibrium between the size and rate of change in human resources and the size and rate of change in physical or economic resources in kind.  
4 - Some economic theories in the population                                              Varied theories of population in the history of economic thought between the two major trends:
First: Theories predominantly pessimistic, where sees the consumer function of man that is stronger than his productivity, and that is what is reflected in the form of the material economic resources is insufficient to provide an acceptable standard of living for the large and growing population. Thus, the owners of these theories do not support the increased population. Perhaps the most famous of these theories that reflect this pessimism is the theory of "Malthus," in population believes that the population is considered as a result of economic conditions. Or in other words, the wealth is determined the population.
Second: Theories predominantly optimistic, where they see that the production function of man is stronger than his consumer, and that is what is reflected in the form of the economic resources that the increased population means more labor force, and thus more ability to exploit the economic resources of material or in kind, and then more consumption. Based on that. These theories see the economic conditions the cause of the population, and therefore the population determined for a wealth. Among the most famous of these theories are the character optimistic theories of "Drcaym and Dberal.                                      
First, the theory of Malthus                                                                       

    
Malthus attempted to answer the following question: Does population growth lead to human happiness or misery? He concluded a definitive answer to the increase leads to misery.

In fact, this is the Malthus of the first economists, who warned the world to the serious problem of the large increase in the population. Malthus built his theory of population, on the basis of the presence of two important laws, shall not be subject to change, governing the normal life for mankind: the first is: the natural tendency of the sexes, an emotion between men and women, the second: the human need for food, it is necessary for human life and is necessary for the continuation of its existence. As a result of the first law is to having children and reproduce human. While the second law reflects how human life is directly linked to the ability to provide food. then the supply of food is determined - under the constant other factors - population, as long as the human element can not be increased, than allowed by the minimum necessary for the survival of the consumption of food.                                                                          
In the context of these laws, if possible, increase the rate of food with the same ability to reproduce and multiply, or a rate of not more serious. But dangerous from the viewpoint of Malthus, that the human ability to procreate and reproduce greater than the capacity of the land to produce the necessary food for survival. Or in other words is a high risk not being able to increase their food as much as the population increases.

The Malthusian theory deduced from the previous analysis. And content of which is population growth proportion is different from the rate of growing food. Population is growing (at the lack of barriers) in geometric progression (i.e., growing twice every 25 years), the food is increasing (at the lack of barriers) in arithmetic progression (i.e., the same amount in the same period) and then the rates of increase are as follows:                 
	food
	Population
	year

	1
	1
	1800

	2
	2
	1825

	4
	4
	1850

	6
	16
	1875

	8
	256
	1900

	10
	65536
	1925


According to these figures, while the population has increased six to ten times in a century, the food does not increase during the same period only increased by five times only. And the consequent rise non-equivalent to the increase in population and the increase in food, and the gap between the two variables over time. Which means the continuing decline in per capita food, have to face up to the point where the so-called human (in the words of Malthus) necessity limited, so much of any food that can not get the less of it, which is equally necessary for the continuation of his life. When that will stand the growing population, by famine widespread epidemics and poor newborn health and the wars, thereby reducing the number of the population. This is known as the law of necessity. As though the tie and the balance is automatically between increasing population and growing food, by changes in mortality rates, which does not depend on the human voluntary.                                                           
Malthus believed in the need to reduce population growth, but solving the problem of the imbalance between population and food, but be on the one hand the human element, not in terms of food, because agriculture is subject to the law of diminishing returns. This is done, i.e., prevent the population from growing, through two types of barriers or checks: The first known positive checks, which is doing its job by raising the mortality rate, through the spread of epidemics, and wars, and secondly knows preventive checks is that work by reducing the birth rate, through the so-called preventive industrial, such as the pill, and operations of infertility, or some actions such as postponed the age of marriage, and encourage small families by financial incentives..... Etc.
Malthus made ​​a number of proposals to solve the problem of the population, is considered the most important:

* Spreading education among individuals, due to the presence of an inverse relationship between the rate of increase in population and the spread and enhance of education.

* Not be allowed to increase the size of cities, because of increasing in the proportion of bad behaviors.


* Not to help the poor, due to the positive relationship between improving their physical level and increase in the population.
The theory of Malthus Suffered form many criticisms, since this theory appeared before the industrial revolution, the world had seen during the nineteenth century and the twentieth century economic revolution which caused a massive increase in population and a significant improvement in living conditions in many countries (especially the industrialized countries). This highlighted the contrast between the expectations of Malthus and what has been achieved on the ground.                                  

Indeed, it could be argued that the essence of that theory is still valid for application in third world countries, where the data indicate that the population in most underdeveloped countries is growing at rates greater than the rates of food production. Also, if no preventive chicks there are no way of being positive chicks', and bring the misery. Perhaps, the perception of this situation in the Asia and Africa to illustrate the validity of this argument.                                                                                                       
Secondly Drcaym Theory

This theory is based on the existence of a positive relationship between population growth and the possibility of further labor division and specialization as a source of increased production and a source of progress, because labor division and specialization lead to the most important advantages: 

* Increase the degree of cooperation between individuals, and thus the          degree of social cooperation.

* Diversity of production and the creation of new needs and provide the      means to satisfy them.


* Strengthen the individual's personality as a result of specialization. 
Third, the Dberal theory:

The theory is based on that population growth is the engine of progress, the sense that population growth are driving the group (especially youth) to progress, depending on the progress and the underdeveloped do not return to the people themselves. Humans or by nature, continues as what they used to, and preferably the present satisfaction rather than future satisfaction. This property is impeding progress. With this human nature there will be no progress, unless entering the external factor that motivates a person against his nature, and carried to accept the sacrifices, and to get out on the familiar.
It was found by Dberal that this external factor, which is forcing man against nature, and driven to progress, is to increase the population. Increased population leads to a lower level of living. a decline in standard of living represents, a challenge which is needed to move the individuals, and push them to think of new ways to enable them to return the standard of living to what it was, and to begin this push , even moving individuals toward invention and innovation (Necessity is the mother of invention), and even generated dynamic elements that are necessary to achieve progress and the continuing rise in living standards, to reach the highest of what it was before the increase of the population.                                   
4) the most important economic criteria for the optimal size of the population:           

It is clear from the previous view of the economic theories in the population, that population size may sometimes be greater than should be, and sometimes the population size may be less than it should. Thus, the question that arises is: What is the size that is economically better than others? Or in other words what is the optimal size of the population?

The most important economic criteria for the optimal size of the population are:                                                                                           
The First: Population Density.

The Second: the Employment Degree.

Third: Per Capita Income.  The
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